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We left the 1950s behind nearly a half-century ago, but somehow the '50s have never really left us. 

The Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra Pops gave a musical salute to the era of poodle skirts and saddle 
shoes Friday evening with tunes from the days when television was black and white and rock was in its 
infancy. 

The orchestra and conductor Jack Everly were joined by the male vocal sextet Chapter 6 and nationally 
known vocalists Farah Alvin and Sharon Wheatley. 

The evening's program was a lighthearted mix of songs, medleys and brief, scripted vignettes that 
bridged musical numbers. 

From familiar rock and pop hits to television theme songs, advertising jingles and some Percy Faith 
arrangements, the fast-paced program mixed laughs and nostalgia with music that has been part of our 
collective consciousness for decades. 

The lads of Chapter 6 were polished, charming and fun to hear as they sped through delightful medleys 
and touched on tune after familiar tune, including "Little Darlin' " and "Istanbul (Not Constantinople)."  

They are a scrubbed, energetic lot who sing in close, colorful harmonies that owe a bit to groups such as 
Danny and the Juniors and perhaps more to the likes of Manhattan Transfer. 

Alvin, who sings with an ingénue sweetness, and Wheatley, who goes from lyrical crooning to 
Broadway belting and jazzy heat, sailed through solos, duets and full ensemble numbers with Chapter 6, 
hitting such diverse tunes as: "Tammy;" "Mambo Italiano," "Tennessee Waltz," "Sisters," "Fever," and 
"Que Sera, Sera (Whatever Will Be, Will Be)."  

Everly is the reigning king of this kind of pops program. He approaches this music, all of it, with 
affection, enthusiasm and integrity, giving everything its musical due, from the elegant sounds of "The 
Song From Moulin Rouge" to advertising jingles and his own deftly woven medley, "The Golden Age 
of Black and White." 
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The players of the MSO Pops changed musical hats with ease throughout the program, bringing a silky 
sound to the likes of "Moulin Rouge" and digging into the pop/rock numbers with an appropriately 
edgy, brassy sound. 

Perhaps the weakest number on the playbill was an overwrought rendition of Alex North's classic tune 
"Unchained Melody." Less of this would have been more.  

Everly, the orchestra and the vocalists answered a standing ovation with encores of a Roy Rogers and 
Dale Evans take on "Happy Trails" and a bouncing "At the Hop."  

This MSO Pops performance will be repeated at 2:30 p.m. today in Uihlein Hall of the Marcus Center 
for the Performing Arts. For tickets, call (414) 273-7206. 
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