
Music highlights golden age of '50s  
 
Ranking the decades of the 20th century in order of importance is a task best left to future historians. But in terms of 
music, television and contributions to popular culture, the 1950s may well be the century's defining decade.  

Guest conductor Jack Everly offered impressive evidence of that notion with a recent Oklahoma City Philharmonic pops 
concert titled "The Fifties: The Golden Age of Black and White."  
Television was in its infancy when the 1950s began. And while many of the networks' early efforts proved unremarkable, 
shows such as "I Love Lucy," "The Red Skelton Show" and "Captain Kangaroo" were anything but.  

What's more, these programs gave us instantly recognizable theme music that will forever be etched in our memories. We 
didn't need any visuals to remind us of these shows; just a few measures of music triggered the expected response.  

Everly was the affable host for this nostalgic stroll, which featured a collection of musical medleys, vocal displays and 
humorous anecdotes. Chapter Six, an all-male vocal sextet, performed sterling renditions of "Constantinople" and "Mona 
Lisa," their close-harmony blend as captivating as the songs themselves.  

Along the way, they were joined by Sharon Wheatley and Sara Kramer, a pair of singers capable of delivering moments of 
poignance and brash humor with equal flair.  

The former displayed her considerable comic abilities in the recreation of a Swanson frozen TV dinner commercial and as 
a befuddled contestant on "Queen for a Day."  

Kramer, in turn, was spotlighted in Doris Day's "Que Sera, Sera" and, together with Chapter Six, offered a moving 
rendition of the Nat King Cole classic "Unforgettable."  

Whether a number called for a lush background accompaniment or driving rhythms for an instrumental feature, the 
Oklahoma City Philharmonic musicians handled their task with efficiency and finesse.  

The degree to which audience members identified with Everly's extensive yet varied playlist could be measured by audible 
sighs or nods of recognition. For me, those occurred when the orchestra played the musical themes from "Captain 
Kangaroo" and "The Red Skelton Show."  

Here's a bit of television trivia. The "Captain Kangaroo" theme is known in England as "Puffin' Billy" and was composed by 
Britain's Edward White. Red Skelton's theme music was written by David Rose (Skelton's music director) and is better 
known as "Holiday for Strings." Did I just give away my age?  

The evening also spotlighted such hits as "Tequila," "That's Amore," "Love Is a Many Splendored Thing," "Three Coins in 
the Fountain," "Tammy," "Mambo Italiana," "Peter Gunn," "Moulin Rouge" and "A Summer Place," the last two performed 
here in their original orchestrations.  

In the final analysis, it doesn't matter what age you were during the 1950s or even if you lived through those years at all. 
This "Golden Age of Black and White" concert illustrated what a truly remarkable decade it was.  
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