
THE SCHERMERHORN'S POPS SERIES "THE BEAT GOES ON," MUSIC OF THE BABY BOOMERS IS FUN FUN FUN! 
The Nashville Symphony Pops Series "The Beat Goes On," Music Of The Baby Boomers opened last night at the magnificent Schermerhorn Center. 
 
The Schermerhorn Center is already known for its near perfect acoustics and intimate setting, but last night the orchestra level seats were transformed into an 
almost nightclub feel, with tables and chairs instead of regular seating, and plenty of bubbly flowing from servers. 
 
Jack Everly, a very amiable and passionate conductor who is one of the leaders of Symphonic Pops throughout North America, took to the stage to open with 
a medley of hits from the 60s including She Loves You, Downtown, Theme From Hawaii Five-O, California Girls, I Hear a Symphony, Itsy Bitsy Tennie 
Weennie Yellow Polkadot Bikini, Theme From The Pink Panther, I Will Follow Him, Those Were The Days, Let The Sunshine In(The Flesh Failures) 
Aquarius and back to She Loves You. 
 
Everly warmly and briefly launched into a soliloquy about the turbulent 60s, even joking that some of us lived the cliche' of "Sex, drugs and rock and roll," 
and that by drugs, he didn't mean Lipator. Of course this got a hugh empathetic laugh from the mainly over 40 audience now monitoring their high 
cholesterol instead of just getting high. 
 
Now it was up to three men and three women (Heath Calvert, Joe Cassidy, Roy Chicas, N'Kenge, Julie Reiber and Shelley Thomas) to officially transport us 
back in time with their vocal performances of standards for "The Beat Goes On" segment with The Beat Goes On, It's My Party, Crying, R E S P E C T and a 
more random array of songs. "Stop! In The Name of Music," was a tribute to Motown and other female artists, and opened with the Mary Wells classic, My 
Guy and continued through almost a dozen other girl groups and solo artists. By this time, the crowd was encouraged to clap their hands, and the enthusiastic 
audience was glad to oblige. This segment did not disappoint, though I would like to have heard a pinch of Phil Spector's "Wall Of Sound" with Be My Baby 
by The Ronettes.  
 
Now it was time to play trivia. During "The Wonderful World of Television," I could hear audience members trying to name the television theme songs 
being performed. Some were more obvious, like The Theme from Star Trek and Mission Impossible, but there were a few that a lot of people recognized but 
couldn't seem to quite place the name of the theme song. I won't name them all here so you can play along when you go this evening or tomorrow. 
 
"Back To Bacharach" was an extraordinary segment that reminded all of us of the sheer genius of Bacharach and his writing partner Hal David. Opening 
with "I Say A Little Prayer For You," the vocalist delivered a powerful performance worthy of Dionne Warwick. A fun version of Do You Know The Way To 
San Jose followed, then an acoustic version of Raindrops Keep Fallin' On My Head was a real crowd pleaser, followed by other Bacharach classics such as 
Always Something There To Remind Me, What's New PussyCat, I'll Never Fall In Love Again,One Less Bell To Answer,(They Long To Be) Close To You, 
Alfie and What The World Needs Now Is Love.Once again, the singers stayed close to the original vocals, but wisely, on (They Long To Be)Close To You, did 
not try to have a soloist rival the peerless Karen Carpenter, but opted for beautiful harmonies on this gem instead.  
 
Another poignant moment during this segment was the performance of What The World Needs Now is Love. This song was first released in 1965, and a 
wistful audience found it just as relevant today as it was almost 42 years ago. 
 
An outstanding arrangement (by Everly) of the Theme from Love Story was performed flawlessly, followed by a huge crowd pleaser, "Valli and the Dolls," a 
medley of Frankie Valli and the 4 Seasons hits. 
 
At Intermission, everyone was talking about how quickly the last hour went and how much fun all of these performances were. 
 
The second portion of this pop series included numerous other hits from the 
60s, with The Tokens The Lion Sleeps Tonight getting the most applause for the wonderful falsetto of the solo vocalist on this. (Forgive me for not naming 
him, I am not sure which of the three men has the solo on this one) 
 
Lara's Theme from Dr.Zhivago was dramatic and superb. 
 
Of course the 60s wouldn't have been the 60s without The Beatles,and the singers and symphony provided a decent medley of The Beatles hits. Wisely, the 
vocalists did not try to sound like the Beatles. That would have looked and sounded like a parody of them. Unfortunately, very few people or groups can pull 
off covering a Beatles tune, and this is my one and only criticism of the otherwise perfect evening. 
 
This was a missed opportunity for the Nashville symphony and Everly to shine with orchestral performances. Mind you, the vocalists all did a superb job on 
the vocals, but with George Martin's classical contribution to rock and roll, I would have liked to have heard more songs from Pepper and after. To 
underscore this, the Symphony did perform Eleanor Rigby without vocals, and it was clearly the best of the Beatles performances. I was looking for this 
segment to end with All You Need Is Love, given its horn and string arrangements to compliment a lively vocal performance, but it ended with the classic and 
apt. McCartney line "And in the end, the love you take is equal to the love you make." 
 
Alas, all good things must come to an end, and Everly and crew wanted to leave us jamming, so they launched into The Beach Boys Fun Fun Fun and 
Surfin' U.S.A. 
 
I would be completely remiss in this review if I didn't mention just how phenomenal the arrangements by Jack Everly, Wayne Barker and Fred Barton were. 
To have glided through over sixty songs seamlessly is a talent beyond my comprehension. At no time did any of the songs feel rushed, and each segue 
worked wonderfully. Brilliant. 
 
If I could, I'd go again tonight. 
 
Do NOT miss this event this evening and tomorrow evening at The Schermerhorn Center.  
I promise you, you'll have Fun Fun Fun!  

POSTED BY SHARON COBB ON FRIDAY, JANUARY 12, 2007 AT 5:30 AM  

 


