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Howard Keel, Ezio Pinza, Robert Goulet, Michael

Crawford, Hugh Jackman, Cheyenne Jackson

and Daniel Radcliffe. These are just a few of the

performers who were leading men over the
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years in Broadway musicals. Paying tribute to the

music that helped make them stars was the

Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra in its Printing

Partners Pop Series concert “Leading Men of

Broadway” Saturday at the Hilbert Circle Theatre.

Led by

Principal Pops conductor Jack Everly, the ISO

was joined by vocalists Ben Crawford, Ted

Keegan, Ron Remke, Kathy Voytko and the

Indianapolis Men’s Chorus under artistic director

Greg Sanders.

During his opening remarks Everly pointed out

how fortunate the audience was to hear the

concert program of revered show tunes

performed by a full symphony orchestra, as

opposed to the ten or so musicians you are likely

to find playing for today’s musicals. And right he

was, because what Everly described as an

“incredible” orchestra, the ISO, indeed, made the

evening a truly visceral, all enveloping musical

experience.

Adding to the richness of the evening’s program

consisting of lush arrangement of some of the

most popular songs in the musical theater

lexicon were the solo performances of the

singers.
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Highlights of the evening which were also

moments that stopped the show included a

performance by Crawford (who will be co-hosting

this year’s “IPL Yuletide Celebration”). Singing in

a big bass voice, his rendition of “This is the

Moment” from “Jekyll & Hyde” was so electrifying

that he received a partial standing ovation at the

completion of the song and returned for a

second curtain call after prolonged applause

from the audience returned him to the stage.

Keegan also gave a performance that caused the

crowd to erupt after he sang “Music of the Night”

from “The Phantom of the Opera,” resulting in

another round of sustained applause and cheers

from an audience clearly moved by his

interpretation. Later Everly told the audience that

even though Keegan has played the title role of

“Phantom” both on Broadway and on tour for

countless performances, he still manages to

move audiences whenever he sings the song

because the part is “in his heart.”

Also causing a major stir during this expanisve

ISO Pops survey of songs from some of

Broadway’s most iconic musicals was soloist

Jared McElroy. Joined by fellow members of the

Indianapolis Men’s Chorus, some of whom were

dancers, McElroy and company wowed the

crowd with their lively performance of “Sit Down,

You’re Rockin’ the Boat” from Frank Loesser’s

“Guys and Dolls.”

Not to be overlooked were the vocal

contributions of tenor Ron Remke; with his strong

stage presence, he was striking with his rendition

of “Man of La Mancha (I, Don Quixote)” from “Man

of La Mancha.”



Also appealing was Kathy Voytko, now

performing on Broadway in “A Gentleman’s

Guide to Love and Murder.” She sizzled in “Le

Jazz Hot” from “Victor/Victoria” and shone in

duets with the three male vocalists in such songs

as “They Say It’s Wonderful,” “Tonight,” “People

Will Say We’re in Love” and “Someone to Watch

Over Me.”

The concert concluded with the vocalists singing

selections from “Les Miserables,” which included

“On My Own” and “Bring Him Home.” Ending with

“Do You Hear The People Sing,” during which

they were joined by the IMC, the singers and the

ISO combined for a rousing finish to what was

surely one of Everly’s all-time best programmed

concerts.

For tickets and information about the remainder

of the 2014-2015 season of the Indianapolis

Symphony Orchestra, call the ticket office at (317)

639-4300 or visit indiananpolissymphony.org
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