
 
Symphony in Color 

 
Sponsored by 

Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra Association 
 

Thank you for participating in the 65th annual SYMPHONY IN COLOR, a statewide art contest 

for students in grades one through six.  Since 1951, this contest has been a labor of love for the 

Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra Association.  Each year our members look forward to 

opening the boxes of beautiful and creative artwork sent in by our Indiana school children.  

After judging, framing and exhibiting, we are rewarded by the faces of the winners at our 

annual Awards Tea.  We are pleased to have you participate this year.  

 

PURPOSES 
 

To encourage young children to appreciate symphonic music 
To encourage creative interpretation of music through visual arts 

To provide an opportunity for interdisciplinary study of the performing and visual arts 
To increase awareness of the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra and its role as a cultural leader 

in the state of Indiana 
 
 

Additional supporters 

Printing Partners 
UPS Zionsville Store #3906 

The Great Frame Up 
Ronald McDonald House Charities of Central Indiana 

McDonald’s of Central Indiana 
Propylaeum Historic Foundation 

 
Special thanks to  

Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra 
Indianapolis Museum of Art 

Indiana State Museum 
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TIMELINE 
 

Friday February 3, 2017, 5 PM Deadline for submitting artwork 
 

February 6-8, 2017      Contest week and judging 
 

February 25 to March 27, 2017     Gold Ribbon Winners exhibited in the Oval Promenade of 
the Hilbert Circle Theatre 

 

March 8, 2017 Awards Tea for Gold Ribbon winners and their guests at 
Hilbert Circle Theatre 

 

April 1 to May 7, 2017 Exhibition of 100 finalists at the Indiana State Museum 
 

 
THEME 

All of this year’s Symphony in Color musical selections will be performed live at the Indianapolis 
Symphony Orchestra’s Discovery Concerts: Music in 3D  All art must be based upon one of the 

following Symphony in Color 2016-2017 Music Selections 
 

 

1. Sergei Prokofiev 
"Montagues and Capulets" from Romeo and Juliet 

2. Joseph-Maurice Ravel 
"The Fairy Garden" from the Mother Goose Suite 

3. Johann Strauss, Jr. 
“Tritsch Tratsch Polka”, Op. 214 

4. Leonard Bernstein arr. Peress: 
"Mambo" from West Side Story 
5. Johann Sebastian Bach 

Suite No. 3 in D Major, "Air on the G String" 
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PROCEDURE 

 

Included in this packet is your Curriculum Guide and compact disc recording of the music selections 
for the 2016-2017 Symphony in Color.  Please read all information and rules.  Duplicate (as needed 
for your submissions) the Official Inventory List and Official Entry Form.  This form can be found in 
the centerfold of the Curriculum Guide. 
 

You have the option of presenting all of the musical selections on the disc to students in all grade 
levels or selecting pieces respective to grade and ability levels. 
 

It is recommended that musical selections be presented prior to your art activity to allow for 
discussion of the musical form, composer, instruments, etc.  The school music teacher and the 
program notes contained in the Curriculum Guide are good resources for this discussion.  In some 
schools the music is first introduced in the music department and then the project is moved to the 
art department.  As soon as students have the “feel” of the music, they should begin their artwork. 
 

We encourage you to introduce the students to all the selections on the CD; however, their artwork 
must be created for a specific selection and you must document that selection on their entry form.  
Failure to reference the specific selection will result in the committee’s placing it in the category in 
which they think it belongs and may result in its being judged incorrectly. 
 

ELIGIBILITY 
 

Participation is open to all students in grades 1-6 as well as students with disabilities in Indiana.  
Home-schooled children are also eligible when entered through their districts.  Only one entry per 
student will be accepted.  Each entry must be the original artwork of an individual student.  Only six 
entries per school will be accepted (an additional seventh representing the students with 
disabilities category is also accepted).  Please do not send additional entries, as they will not be 
included in the judging and will not receive participation certificates. 

 
SPECIFICATIONS 

 

Failure to comply with the following specifications will result in disqualification of any or all 
entries received from your school. 
 

MEDIA:  Any two-dimensional art media is permitted.  Colored chalk, pastels, and charcoal are 
permitted ONLY if the artwork is sprayed or covered securely with a transparent wrapping other 
than Plexiglas, glass or laminate. 
 

SIZE:  The artwork must be on standard 12" x 18" paper mounted on white lightweight poster 
board.  The dimensions of the finished artwork, after mounting, must be 16" x 20".  Please mount 
artwork securely - do not use spray adhesive. 
 

IDENTIFICATION:  An Official Entry Form must be completed by the art teacher for each entrant.  
The top half of the form must be adhered to the back of the artwork, leaving the lower half 
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attached but free to be removed.  The top of the artwork must be identified with an arrow or the 
word “top” on the back of the art. 
 

SUBMITTING ARTWORK: Artwork must be wrapped in a clean corrugated cardboard carton that is 
less than 84 inches in length and girth.  (Determine this by taking the length of the box in inches 
and add to it the width measurement of all four sides around the outside of the box.)  Cartons 
larger than 84 inches in length and girth are considered “oversize” by UPS standards and will be 
returned at the school’s expense.  The carton must be marked clearly with a return address, 
including the school name and/or number and address, including ZIP code.  These cartons will be 
used to return the artwork at the end of the contest. If you have used the same package 
repeatedly for many years, please consider replacing it this year. 
 

An Official Inventory List from this book must accompany all packages of artwork.  All entries 
from one school must be packaged together.  We strongly suggest using UPS to deliver your 
artwork, as they offer a reliable way to verify the receipt of your package. 
 
 
Please note: it is very important to write on the address label:  “Please deliver between 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m.!” in order to ensure that your artwork arrives when the building is open. 
 

Send complete cartons by UPS to:  
 

Symphony in Color 
c/o The Propylaeum Historic Foundation 
1410 N Delaware 
Indianapolis, IN 46202 
 
All artwork must be received by Friday, February 3, 2017, by 5 pm, to be eligible.  We cannot be 
responsible for hand-delivered packages left outside the building past this time. 
 

For further information, you may phone the ISOA office at 317-262-4068 or email Mary Richards at 
sic.contest2017@gmail.com. If you need to make alternative arrangements to deliver your artwork, 
please call well in advance of the deadline. 

JUDGING 

Each participating art teacher will perform the initial judging by selecting six entries, preferably one 
from each grade level.  An optional additional entry may be selected from the students with 
disabilities category. 
 

In Indianapolis during the week of the contest, a panel of three judges will review all entries and 
select 100 finalists for exhibition. 
 

A second panel of three judges will review those 100 finalists and select 36 Gold Ribbon winners 
with the goal of selecting 5 from each grade level, one through six, and 5 from the mildly mentally 
impaired/autistic category.  An attempt is made to distribute the 100 finalists evenly throughout 

mailto:sic.contest2017@gmail.com
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the grades when possible. Teachers will receive a list of the six judges as well as their background 
information at the conclusion of the contest. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR SELECTION OF ENTRIES 
 
Following are some guidelines to help you select the entries from your school.  Our judges are 
highly qualified professional artists and musicians.  The following are qualities that we ask them 
to consider as they judge the artwork. 
 
1. MUSICAL INTERPRETATION is the foremost criterion for judging.  How well did the child 

capture the spirit, motion and rhythm of the music?  How accurately has the theme 
(storyline, nationality, characters) been portrayed? 

 
2. AGE-APPROPRIATE ARTWORK is a consideration.  Our judges are usually very quick to spot 

any “meddling” by an older hand or mind (i.e. suggestions of ideas that obviously would not 
occur to one of more limited experience). 

 
3. COLOR or SHADING.  Some entries using pencil, charcoal, and pen and ink have done well in 

the past.  In general, however, children usually use color as an important means of 
expressing their feelings and responses to music. 

 
4. BALANCE.  How are elements in the picture placed? 
 
5. OVERALL APPEAL.  There are always some pieces that “speak” to us as individuals, 

regardless of how well the above criteria have been met.   If you find such a piece among 
your students’ efforts, by all means enter it.  Remember that yours is the first professional 
“eye” to judge these entries. 

AWARDS 

Each Gold Ribbon winner will receive a Certificate of Excellence and other appropriate awards to be 
presented at the Awards Tea in the Hilbert Circle Theatre on Sunday, March 5, 2017. 
 

Each of the remaining 100 finalists will receive a Certificate of Merit that will be sent to the school 
art teacher. 
 

Every other student entered in the contest will be awarded a Certificate of Recognition for his or 
her participation.  It will be sent to the school art teacher. 
 

Each school will receive a Certificate of Participation for its participation in the contest. 
 

THE MAESTRO AWARD 
 

The school with the greatest number of exhibitors will be designated the winner of the Maestro 
Award.  A special certificate and $500 for the purchase of art supplies will be presented at the 
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Awards Tea.  In the event of a tie, the award will be determined by the number of Gold Ribbon 
winners. 
 

THE PACINI AWARD 
 

One entry will be designated winner of the Pacini Award.  This award, formerly the Committee’s 
Choice Award, was renamed in Renato Pacini’s honor as a token of appreciation for his many years 
of service to the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra and his support of the efforts of Junior Group.  
The winner will be notified prior to the Awards Tea.  A special certificate and cash award of $300 
will be presented at the Awards Tea.  
 

Renato Pacini (1910-1989) was a beloved member of the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra for fifty 
years, serving as Associate and Assistant Conductor, Assistant Concertmaster, and as a member of 
the first violin section.  “Patch” was instrumental in presenting the early seasons of the Lollipop 
Concerts, sponsored by the Junior Group. 
 

EXHIBITIONS 

Hilbert Circle Theatre - Thirty-five Gold Ribbon winners and one Pacini Award winner will be 
selected from finalists and will be exhibited in the Hilbert Circle Theatre Oval Promenade from 
February 25 to March 27, 2017. 
 

Indiana State Museum - One hundred finalists will be selected by a qualified panel of judges and 
exhibited in the Indiana State Museum, along with 10 Honorable Mentions, from April 1 to May 7, 
2017.  All students participating in Symphony in Color are encouraged to visit this exhibit.    
 

Due to limited space, only the 35 Gold Ribbon, the “Pacini” and “Maestro” Award winners and 
guests will be invited to the Awards Tea. 
 

GALLERY OF PACINI WINNERS 
 

A reproduction of the winning artwork will be displayed in a special Symphony in Color gallery in 
Symphony Centre, the offices of the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra.  The winner and 
parent/guardian will be asked to sign a formal release for the purpose of making a reproduction of 
the artwork. 
 

RETURN OF ARTWORK 
 

All pictures will be returned in their original corrugated packages at the end of the contest if your 
school has no finalists, or before the end of the school year if you have finalists.  Schools with 
finalists, all of your entries (including non-finalists) will be shipped by UPS on May 12, 2017, at the 
close of the Indianapolis State Museum exhibit. 
 

DISCLAIMER 
 

The greatest care will be taken to protect the artwork submitted.  However, the Indianapolis Symphony 
Orchestra and the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra Association are not responsible for any loss or any 
damage to artwork submitted.  Images of submitted artwork may be used in promotional materials for 
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the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra or in the Association’s materials. No artist’s name or personal 
information will be included without permission of a parent or guardian. 

 

SPECIAL NOTE 
 

Please complete the Official Entry Form (found online) for each piece of artwork submitted in 
a careful manner.  This information is used to complete participation certificates, winners’ 
lists, awards invitations, etc.  We cannot be responsible for incorrect spelling of names due to 
illegible handwriting on the entry. 

__________________________________________ 

Did You Remember To... 

 

 Indicate grade and music selection on each entry form? 
 

 Include a maximum of 6 entries per school     (plus an additional seventh 
entry if using the MMI/AUT category)? 
 

 Mount artwork on the correct sized (16x20 inches) white poster board? 
Incorrectly sized artwork will be disqualified.   
Don’t disappoint your budding artists! 
 

 Use the correct size box (UPS standards) and ship via UPS?  We highly 
recommend using UPS so boxes can be tracked. 
 

 Ship artwork to arrive by 5 pm, Friday, February 3, 2017. 
 

 Address the box correctly?  
  

  Symphony in Color 
  c/o The Propylaeum Historical Foundation 
                1410 N Delaware 
                Indianapolis, IN 46202 
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2016-2017 Discovery Concerts  

All of this year’s Symphony in Color musical selections will be performed live at the Indianapolis Symphony 
Orchestra’s Discovery Concerts: Music in 3D featuring special guest artists Dance Kaleidoscope. The ISO’s 

renowned Discovery concerts are performed annually for grades 3-6 at the Hilbert Circle Theatre in downtown 
Indianapolis. An additional performance for families will be featured on the ISO’s SymFUNy Sunday’s Series. 

Participation in Symphony in Color is free, and it is not required that you attend a live performance, but it is a great 
opportunity to collaborate with other teachers to extend what students are learning in the classroom or to 

encourage families to enjoy live music together. 
If your school is interested in attending one of the daytime Discovery Concerts, please visit: 
https://indianapolissymphonyorchestra.formstack.com/forms/discoveryreservations2017. 
For more information about the SymFUNy Sunday’s performance for families, please visit: 

https://www.indianapolissymphony.org/season/2016-2017-season/family 
 

SymFUNy Sunday Performance: 
April 2nd, 2017 

 
2017 School Performances:  

March 21st, March 28th, May 9th, May 10th, May 11th, May 16th 
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