
Fun Activity for Bach: Suite No. 3 in D Major, "Air on the G String" 

 

I hope you’re ready for some YouTube fun! We are going to start with something familiar and 

work backward to Bach. 

 

First - Let’s start with something pretty familiar. Has anyone ever seen this Pixar Short Film? 

 

Short Film #5 “Knick Knack” (1989) 
http://bit.ly/2ikMK79  

 

What did you notice about the music?  
-Were there instruments? No! It might have sounded like that...but they were all sounds created using 
the voice and body percussion.  
-Does anyone think the voice sounds familiar? It is Bobby McFerrin! He’s famous for using his voice in 
new and exciting ways! 

 

Second - Check out this video of Bobby McFerrin singing one of his famous songs:  
 

“Don’t Worry, Be Happy” 

http://bit.ly/2ikRauN  

 

What did you notice about the music?  
-Were there instruments? No! It might have sounded like that...but they were all sounds created using 
the voice and body percussion.  
-Have you heard this song before? What kind of emotions/feelings do you think of when you hear it? 
Yes! It makes me feel chill, happy, groovy, etc. 

http://bit.ly/2ikMK79
http://bit.ly/2ikRauN


 

Third - Bobby McFerrin is a huge fan of Bach. He once was a part of a huge festival called “24 Hours of Bach.” 
It was created to honor the anniversary of J.S. Bach’s death. He is conducting the piece here.  

http://bit.ly/2iR6SkK  

 
 

What do you notice about the music? 

-Were there instruments? If so - what type of ensemble was it? What kinds of instruments did you 
hear? Yes! It is a string ensemble. I heard violin, viola, bass, cello... 
-Listen for the solo instrument - can you figure out what it is? It is his voice! 

 

Fourth - Now that you’ve heard it with a voice as a solo instrument, check it out with a violin as the soloist 
(like it was originally intended). You can follow along with the notes in the score using this video: 

http://bit.ly/2hZumQ9  

 

What do you notice about the music? 

-How would you describe the tempo? Was it legato or staccato?  Slow and legato - very smooth and 
connected.  
-The violin part is the top line of music, and the bass part is the bottom line of music. What do you 
notice about the musical notes they are playing? The violin has many long notes to hold. The basses 
are mostly playing shorter eighth notes. 

 

http://bit.ly/2iR6SkK
http://bit.ly/2hZumQ9


Finally - Many people have come to enjoy this piece. In fact, some individuals have decided to put their own 
spin on his classic music. Check out this video to hear what I mean: 

http://bit.ly/2iKEWyn  

 
 

What do you notice about the music? 

-Were the instruments the same or different than the previous video?  Different! I heard rock guitar, 
bass and drums! I also heard a synth part.  
-Which version of the song do you like best? Why?  Any answer will do here. 

 

The music that Bach wrote is still influencing the music that we create today - especially here in the United 
States! We hear many examples of the harmony he used throughout his music, so keep your ears open - you 
never know when you might hear something familiar. 
 

http://bit.ly/2iKEWyn

