
Setting the tone for the new year 

Sherry Amlung 

My goodness, how time flies! With 

the Holiday Season behind us, the 

New Year blew in, bringing new chal-

lenges and opportunities. The first 

half of our 2014-15 term has been 

filled with great events, hard work, 

the ISO’s top notch music, and one of 

the most successful Yuletides ever, 

with a regularly packed house. Our Vice Presidents are 

busy at work directing their areas, and we look forward 

to more excellence going forward. 

  

Congratulations to South Group for the extraordinarily 

successful Symphony Store! They presented and ran an 

inviting little shop right in the heart of the Main Lobby, 

featuring a wide selection of trendy and musical items. 

One glance in their direction made it clear to all that our 

faithful volunteers were having a great time (and work-

ing hard)! And let us not forget our devoted Yuletide 

workers, who met every challenge with joy and grace! 

  

The Music and Merriment Dinner/Style Show brought 

heartfelt accolades. The ISO models, smash hits in their 

stunning Secret Ingredient fashions, made it a point to 

tell us how delighted they were to connect with us--

their volunteers, their audience--in a totally different 

way. Congratulations to Chair Mary Richards and her 

committee for presenting a charmingly successful, fun 

evening. 

  

Look for a new feature in this newsletter: “In Tune with 

Our Musicians.”  Peg Brummitt, along with cellist Annie 

McCafferty, plan to let you know what else our musi-

cians are doing, musically and otherwise, besides per-

forming magnificently in the Orchestra.  We think you 

will enjoy it! 

  

The December 3 Holiday Board meeting, held at the   

Propylaeum, brought relaxing fun and fellowship. West 

Group sold delicious breads. Artist Carol White dis-

played hand-crafted jewelry for sale and donated a por-

tion of the proceeds to the ISOA. Two Metropolitan 

Youth Orchestra alums serenaded us with Christmas 

music. MYO Director Betty Perry offered inspiring in-

sights into the ISO’s ambitious MYO plans, and Dinah 

Montgomery, Violin, shared her legendary warmth and 

unique sense of humor as our featured speaker.  The day 

was topped off with a Christmas Carol Sing-a-Long, in-

cluding more merriment, for aren’t we all “closet di-

vas”? Or just hams? 

  

Heads Up!   We are planning a “don’t miss” February 11 

Membership Event, featuring a conversation between 

Maestro Krzysztof Urbański and CEO Gary Gintsling in a 

casual setting. It is billed as a perfect opportunity to get 

to know ISO leaders, while introducing prospective 

members to the total package of ISOA, ISO, and our 

“fun, fellowship and funds” mission. We hope you will 

start inviting friends now! 

  

Please read about upcoming Group and Unit events, and 

plan to attend as many as you can.  Let’s all support 

their hard work and inspiration! 

  

All hands on deck for our biggest fundraiser of the 

year! We need you, your creativity, your time, your con-

tacts, and most of all your enthusiasm.  Let Us Entertain 

You “At the Hop” will be held at the historic Fountain 

Square Theatre on April 25.  It is being chaired by 

Wendy Adams. Dust off your saddle oxfords and iron 

your poodle skirts!  Be there! Or be square! 

  

Thank you for all your help.  With your loyal commit-

ment, we have “set the tone,” and I am confident that 

we will continue humming along together.  
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The North Group Board 

kicked off the holiday season 

with its Holiday Open House 

at the professionally decorated home of member Con-

nie Titak.  Members and their guests were greeted by 

beautiful piano music provided by Leslie Nelson, East 

Group chair.  Guests also enjoyed a delicious spread of 

hors d'oeuvres followed by an energetic round of 

Christmas carols led by Mable Lewis and Shirley Chap-

man.  Members contributed a total of $240 toward the 

Mayor’s “Pack The Pantries” project for the holidays. 

 

The following week, North Group members volun- 

N orth  Group teered for Cookies and Wassail at Yuletide and hosted a 

successful shopping fundraiser at the Accent Shop. 

 

We look forward to 2015 activities which will begin with 

recruitment at the ISO Palladium Concert Series.  On 

February 28 members will “Chase The Winter Blahs” by 

enjoying  dinner at the Columbia Club followed by the 

Copeland and Gershwin Symphony concert.   On March 

9, 2015, North Group will once again host Classical 

Revolution.  Seating is limited to 70.  Contact Kay Kinder 

at 317.841.7987. 

outh  Group S South Group ends 2014 

with a look back at our 

successes.  We increased 

our membership by 20 percent, thanks to the work of 

our Membership Committee lead by Joannie Burgett.  

We enjoyed a wonderful Christmas Luncheon at-

tended by more than 65 members and friends on De-

cember 8 at Bonefish Grill.  The committee of Pam 

Hicks, Meme Kramer, and Rita Martin planned a fun 

holiday gathering full of music with festive decorations 

provided by Madonna Hall.  Special guests included 

ISOA President Sherry Amlung and ISO board member 

Dr. Ann Hampton Hunt.  Finally, the Symphony Store 

closed out the year with record sales of more than  

$21,000!  Thanks to Sue Fuller, Statia Runyon, Judy 

Roberson, and Shirley Culp for taking the lead on this 

important project. 

 

South Group looks ahead to several fun activities in 

2015, beginning with our “Chase the Winter Blahs” 

Pops concert featuring the music of Simon and Gar-

funkel on January 16. Pat McClarney chairs this eve-

ning outing.  Karen Davis as Chair has work underway 

for the South Group Spring fundraiser, “Another Day in 

the CIA,” on March 27, 2015, with former CIA agent 

Gene Coyle as our special speaker.  And co-Chairs Re-

becca Davis and Pat Rau are organizing the ISOA’s an-

nual meeting on June 13, 2015. They have selected 

“Viva La Musica” as the theme to wrap up a year of 

support for our ISO.  Just because it’s Race Month we 

have a trip scheduled to Churchill Downs on May 7.  

Chair Kathy Pierce will be filling the bus for another 

fun event.  

 

The East Group of the ISOA had 

an excellent fall.  Several mem-

bers came together to donate 

items for a Wine Basket for the Fall Dinner/Style Show.  

We also had MANY members donate to the Style 

Show’s “Ye Old Bake Shoppe” and give of their time 

and talents for the Silent Auction.  East Group mem-

bers in attendance on November 17, 2014, reported a 

FUN TIME! 

 

We were very honored and privileged to host the CEO 

of the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, Gary Gin-

stling, at our Christmas Party/New Member Tea on 

December 11.  Gary gave us an update on Yuletide,  

E ast Group as well as highlights from fundraising activities for the 

year.  New members welcomed on December 11 were 

Helena Rudolf, Dara Amlung (not a new member – just 

hadn’t been recognized in the past!) and Roger Nelson.  

All of these members have already added immeasura-

bly to our group through their unselfish gift of time and 

talents. 

 

Even though the “doldrums of winter” will be upon us 

shortly, East Group is looking forward to the Winter 

Blahs evening, our Musical Morning, and our annual 

Spring Luncheon/Style Show on May 20.  Mark your 

calendars and join us! 



W est Group Thanks to Carolyn Bourke, 

her Merry Bakers, and all ISOA 

members who purchased Holi-

day Breads.  Another successful project was completed 

with over 330 loaves sold to benefit the ISO! 

 

West Group members have two options to enjoy the 

music of Rimsky-Korsakov and Prokofiev under the 

baton of our own Krzyztof Urbański.  The first is “Chase 

the Winter Blahs,” which takes place on January 23, 

2015.  This annual event features an ISO concert with 

optional dinner at the Columbia Club.  Tickets are $12  

 

for the concert.  Reservations should be sent to Patricia 

Lyster. 

 

The second is on Sunday, January 25, when the second 

317 Series concert will be held at Avon High School Per-

forming Arts Center at 3 PM.  Bring a friend and support 

the local community when the ISO takes their show on 

the road! Tickets are $20. 

 

Keep watching for info about a Spring Trip being 

planned by West Group.   This is a great opportunity to 

invite a prospective member to enjoy the day with you. 

Membership has been working hard this year to in-

crease awareness and interest in the ISOA. The Mem-

bership Committee has provided an “Information Ta-

ble” which includes the ISOA brochure, pictorial trifold 

of ISOA events, and a sign-up sheet to receive informa-

tion about joining.  The Membership Committee pro-

vided a table at the 317 Series on the Westside and 

Southside which prompted new interest in our organi-

zation.  The committee also hosted the Information 

Table at the Metropolitan Youth Orchestra Appreciation 

Day and Community Day. 

 

Upcoming events will feature our ISOA Membership 

Table at the Carmel Palladium Series and at the ISO’s  

Membership committee              

increases awareness of ISO 

W abash Unit Here’s hoping that you all had 

a wonderful Christmas holiday 

and are ready for a healthy 

and happy New Year!  The Wabash Unit of ISOA ended 

2014 with a successful Holiday Open House at the Hon-

eywell House in Wabash.  Celebrating 50 years of ele-

gance, the open house was attended by 125 guests who 

enjoyed the beautiful decorations, seasonal music 

played by our members, scrumptious holiday treats and 

the gift of some of Mrs. Honeywell’s personal recipes. 

 

Our next project will be our membership campaign in 

January and February and preparations for the Honey-

well House Third Grade Tours in April.  Docents from  

our group will address all county third-graders prior to 

the tours on April 22 and 23.  This is a special opportu-

nity for many of these children to learn about and ex-

perience such a magnificent home.  Symphony in Color 

is also in full swing, as the county art teachers are al-

ready selecting entries for submission.  Our SIC recep-

tion and awards recognition will be in May.  Wendy 

Adams, former SIC State Chair, will present our pro-

gram at the April meeting.  We also hope to have a 

group going to the Winter Blahs concert February 28 

and another group attending the Maurer Young Musi-

cians Contest finals concert in March.  For the Wabash 

Unit, spring is our busy time and we look forward to all 

of the fun activities. 

Black History Concert in February.  Our presence at 

concerts and community programs has helped gener-

ate interest in the ISOA and is critical to our goal of 

adding new members.  We’re very pleased that several 

new members are volunteering in various activities, 

and our mentoring program has further strengthened 

the work of the ISOA.  

 

We have a very exciting announcement!  On February 

11, 2015, we are hosting a Conversation Forum with 

two dynamic men:  Krzysztof Urbański, Music Director, 

and Gary Ginstling, Chief Executive Officer. All ISOA 

members---including those considering joining---are 

invited to take advantage of this unique opportunity to 

speak with the leaders of our Orchestra.  Don’t miss it! 

 

Kudos goes to the Membership Committee who 

planned the Holiday “Jingle and Mingle” Luncheon 

that took place on December 3, 2014, at the Pro-

pylaeum.  We shared a memorable event, good fellow-

ship, and wonderful food. Together we are meeting 

the challenge of increasing awareness in the ISOA 

while supporting the ISO’s educational programs. 



Something to be proud of  

ISOA’s very own Dottie Miller (West Group) was hon-

ored as one of five nominee finalists for the 2014 May 

Wright Sewall Award.  The award was named after Ms. 

Sewall who was ranked as one of three outstanding 

Hoosiers.  President Benjamin Harrison and James 

Whitcomb Riley were the other two outstanding Hoo-

siers.  Dottie was nominated by the Alliance of the Indi-

anapolis Museum of Art.  Congratulations Dottie!  The 

members of the ISOA are so very proud of you. 

A blast from the past! 

A rewarding Yuletide experience 
Many thanks to the ISOA members, relatives, and 

friends who volunteered to package and sell cookies 

and wassail at the afternoon Yuletide performances we 

selected.  We hope you look forward to this volunteer 

opportunity each year much as we do. When we take a 

minute to look around, we see that we are adding to a 

wonderful Yuletide experience for the patrons—they 

look for and enjoy the cookies and wassail. 

In tune with our musicians 
On December 9, the Brass of the ISO presented holiday 

music at Light of the World Church, featuring trumpeter 

Joey Tartell and conducted by Ed Cord of the IU Jacobs 

School of Music. A free will offering benefitted the  

Metropolitan Youth Orchestra. 

 

The Ronen Chamber Orchestra, founded by David Bell-

man, clarinet, and Ingrid Fischer Bellman, cello, will 

present a concert of African-American composers on 

February 16 at 7:30pm at the University of Indianapolis.   

Joining the Bellmans will be Rebecca Arrensen, flute; 

Jack Brennan, percussion; and  Greg Martin, piano. 

 

Terry Langdon, viola, has singlehandedly organized a 

group of book clubs and libraries that read a book a 

year connected with the ISO repertoire.  She then con-

nects an ISO musician to meet with the club to discuss 

the book. Se-Doo Park and Ingrid Bellman contributed 

to Marrying Mozart, then performed Mozart’s Duo for 

Two Celli.  Past selections have been Beethoven’s Hair, 

The Rest is Noise, First Nights, and Musicophilia. Clubs 

receive a $5 discount to a concert.  During her five-year 

project, she has collected rousing tales of individual 

clubs’ creativity. To date, 12 book clubs have received 

28 visits from 15 musicians.  Book recommendations  

or book clubs desiring to participate should be sent to 

telviola@comcast.net. 

 

Christal Phelps Steele, who recently stepped down 

from her position as Assistant Concertmaster to be-

come a section player, is pursuing photography.  Dur-

ing a one-year sabbatical, she attended the Rocky 

Mountain School of Photography in Montana and is 

now providing photographic services.  Already well-

known and published as a photographer, she looks 

forward to working with any and all.  Contact her at 

christalnorm@gmail.com 

                                                                        

“Life.  It’s better with music!” 

Guess who the pretty lady is on the left!  She is our 

very own Roberta Graham (West Group) in a 1952 

newspaper photo.  Roberta was one of three finalists 

along with Gertrude Weist (center) and Ann Garnier 

(right) in the State Young Vocalists Contest  sponsored 

by the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra.  The contest-

ants are pictured with Maestro Fabien Sevitsky. 



 Young Musicians Contest 

2pm Sunday, March 15                                  

at the Christel DeHaan Fine Arts Center           

on the campus of the University of Indianapolis at 

the corner of Shelby and Hanna Streets.    

     

All ISOA members, family and friends are invited to 

come to the Finals Concert of the Michael Ben and 

Illene Komisarow Maurer Young Musicians Con-

test.   A reception for finalists and audience mem-

bers follows the concert.  The top three winners 

will be announced immediately following the re-

ception.  The winner receives an award of $2,500 

and the opportunity to perform with the ISO at 

Symphony on the Prairie.  Please support this long-

time project of the ISOA. Bring a friend along and 

enjoy beautiful music from future orchestra members! 

THE METROPOLITAN YOUTH ORCHESTRA        

INVITES YOU TO JOIN US FOR THE                  

ANNUAL INVEST IN                    

MYO CONCERT 

FREE CONCERT! 

MYO CONCERTO CONCERT  

 

Sunday, March 15, 2015     3pm  

Broadway United Methodist Church    609 E. 29th St. 

 Featuring student soloists and ensemble performances 
 

MYO JAZZ AND JAM CONCERT 

 

   Sunday, May 17, 2015    3pm                                                        

Hilbert Circle Theatre    45 Monument Circle 

MYO and local jazz musicians perform jazz  standards 
and popular music in a casual setting. 

If you are looking for a fun volunteer opportunity and a great way to get to know members of the other City 

Groups, this is the project for you! It is also a great way for new and old ISOA members to learn about this state-

wide contest.  

Volunteers are needed for the following at the Propylaeum Club, 1410 N. Delaware Street: 

 

Monday, February 9, 2015   9am to 12pm  Unpack and inventory artwork 

12pm to 4pm                       Display artwork; judge works 

Tuesday, February 10   9am to 12pm  Judge artwork; organize returns 

Wednesday, February 11                  Snow makeup day 

Wednesday, February 18                  5pm to 8pm  Invitations, mailing, label art  

Sunday, February 15   12pm to 12:30pm Framing of winning artwork  

Place: The Great Frame Up at 62nd and Allisonville Road 

Wednesday, February 18                  11am to 1:30pm*                Peoples' Choice Luncheon 

View the winning artwork before it is displayed at Hilbert Circle Theatre.  

*Contact the ISOA office by February 14 if planning to attend. 

Place: Symphony Centre, 32 East Washington Street, 17th floor  

Sunday, March 1                   11:30am to 2pm                 Symphony in Color Awards Tea 

Place: Hilbert Circle Theatre    20 volunteers needed  

  

Members are encouraged to plan now to assist with this important ISOA project by contacting Cheryl Wohlmuth 

at cwohlmuth7224@comcast.net  or call 317-298-7036   

Everyone's help is appreciated! 

Symphony in Color needs YOU! 

Sunday, January 18, 2015, 3pm 

Hilbert Circle Theatre, 45 Monument Circle    

A special thank you concert to all of MYO’s Sponsors, 

Volunteers and Supporters 







Jan. 18                   Invest in MYO concert                                                                                           

Jan. 19                   Wabash—Board Meeting                              

Jan. 22                   North—Board Meeting  

Jan. 23                   West—Winter Blahs                                     

Feb. 4                    ISOA Executive Board Meeting                       

Feb. 9                    South—Board Meeting                                  

Feb. 11                  Meet Krysztof 

Feb. 12                  East—Board Meeting                                           

Feb. 16                  Wabash— Board Meeting                            

Feb. 17 & 18        Discovery Concert                                                            

Feb. 18                  SIC People’s choice Award                                            

Feb. 20                  East—Winter Blahs                                                  

Feb. 28                  North—Winter Blahs                                             

TBA                          West—Winter Blahs 

Mar. 1                     Symphony in Color  Tea                                            

Mar. 3                     Side by Side Luncheon                                       

Mar. 4                     Side by Side Program                                            

Mar. 4                     ISOA Executive Board Meeting                

Mar. 9                     South—Board Meeting                                

Mar. 9                     North—Classical Revolution                        

Mar. 9                     West—Board Meeting                                   

Mar. 12                   East—Board Meeting                                

Mar. 15                   MYO Concerto Concert                                      

Mar. 16                   Wabash—Board Meeting                                   

Mar. 26                   North— Board Meeting                                           
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