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1   |  WELCOME

“Finding your gift is

 dependent on your attitude.”

“Kids need to know they have a 

        connecting point 
to each other and to adults.”

“Kids are kids—they’re all sensitive 

 and they need to be understood.”

- Betty Perry
MYO Founder and Artistic Director
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 GARY GINSTLING
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, Chief Executive Officer

The Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra’s Metropolitan 
Youth Orchestra is a shining example of how a symphony 
orchestra can serve its community beyond its concert stage.  
The ISO is extremely proud of the role MYO has played in 

the lives of our community’s youth for the past twenty years.  
Bravo and congratulations to Betty Perry for being the guiding 

force behind this remarkable program.

 ZACH DE PUE
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, Concertmaster

Music is a language that should be a God-given right.  
MYO gives families the perfect opportunity to learn this 
incredible language in a setting that is not intimidating 
or scary, but encouraging and welcoming to all walks of life. 

Here's to 20 more strong years!

 BETTY PERRY 
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra,  MYO Founder and Artistic Director

While others see a world divided, we at the Indianapolis Symphony 
Orchestra see the positive impact that the ISO’s Metropolitan 
Youth Orchestra has had on the lives of people from all walks of 
life. The healing power of making music together helps us to 
focus on the things that we all have in common.  From my point 
of view, it is important that MYO continues to be a part of the 

Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra because they (ISO) recognize 
the importance of keeping their pulse on community needs and 

addressing these needs through their gift of music. Together, we 
have rede�ned the relevancy of the arts in our community.  May we 

continue to raise the bar for others to follow.

A MESSAGE
FROM THE ISO



3   |  MYO IS...

(MYO) is a youth and family development program of the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra. 

The program is designed to use life skills learned through music instruction to engage youth in 

activities that discourage at-risk behaviors and keep them committed to staying in school.

THE METROPOLITAN
YOUTH ORCHESTRA

MUSICAL DEVEOPMENT 
through a fun, engaging 
and challenging learning 

environment. Lessons and 
performance are tools we use, 

while a culture of support 
provides the foundation for 

skill development.

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT   
through accountability, 

leadership and performance. 
Student mentorship and 

rehearsal preparation help our 
students achieve their goals.

FAMILY DEVELOPMENT    
through social opportunities 

and shared experiences. Families 
learn from one another, meeting 

new people with diverse life 
experiences, while they work 
hard and have fun together.

MYO’s musical aspirations are achieved 
through a path of four orchestra levels 
(grade levels are approximate):

 ORCHESTRA D   |  K-4th grade

 ORCHESTRA C   |  4th-6th grade

 ORCHESTRA B   |  6th-9th grade

 

 ORCHESTRA A   |  9th-12th grade

Each family makes a commitment to: 
   •  Rehearsal: orchestra, lesson and daily practice
   •  Performance: individual and ensemble
   •  Parent involvement (often by playing 
      an instrument)
   •  Contributing to a safe and supportive 
      environment  
Wrap-around services available to support families: 
   •  College and career readiness
   •  Weekly dinners
   •  Family counseling options
   •  Resources for families in crisis

Opportunities open doors:

   •  Leadership roles in orchestra
   •  Mentoring peers and younger children
   •  Teaching adult beginners
   •  Representing MYO around the community
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YEARS
of Metropolitan Youth Orchestra

1995
MYO Founding: 

Betty Perry at

The Children’s 

Museum of 

Indianapolis

1997
MYO’s �rst Jazz and 

Jam: Co-created 

by Betty and violinist 

Cathy Morris

2005 
Time to Move: 

MYO goes to 

The Philharmonic 

Orchestra of 

Indianapolis

2008 
A New Permanent 

Home: MYO 

becomes a program 

of The Indianapolis 

Symphony Orchestra

2013
A New Neighborhood 

Partner: Broadway 

United Methodist 

Church

2016
The end of the 

2015-2016 season: 

Celebration of 

20 years of MYO

2004 
New Partner: 

Butler Community 

Arts School

20



5   |   UNIQUE PARTNERSHIP

Malia is a �fth grade violinist who 
�lls her time with activities that she’s 
passionate about. It shows in the 
exuberance with which she speaks 
about playing her violin for others—the 
nightly games of Yahtzee that she and 
her mother play and when considering 
what she wants to be when she grows up.
 
Her mother, Barb, is thoughtful and 
caring, speaking with measured words. 
She listens, knows what Malia is working on 
and squeezes time into a packed schedule 
to be generous to those around them. Barb 
is a single mother, maintaining a full-time 
job while attending graduate school, but 
it’s clear that Malia is her top priority.

A UNIQUE
Malia and Barb Weatherspoon

Mother and daughter work, play and 
grow together: A true testament to 
the MYO spirit.



“[MYO has] So many unique personalities among the 

teachers with so much passion for the students and parents.”

- Barb Weatherspoon

Barb is ever-present at lessons, rehearsal and at home where she reinforces weekly lesson goals. She also 

doesn’t shy away from performances or being active with her daughter. Malia has a love of theatre, in addition 

to music, and is the reason her mother auditioned for, and won, a part in a local theater production alongside 

Malia. These shared experiences both in and outside of music, typify the values of the MYO program.

 

Barb remarks that MYO’s in�uence is present during the remaining six days per week when Malia doesn’t 

have lessons or orchestra. Malia practices every morning at 6:30 a.m. While both strive to be diligent about 

the practice routine, it’s clear that Malia’s passion for impacting others is at the heart of what drives her to 

continue learning the violin.

Two themes emerge when speaking with Malia and Barb. The �rst is that giving back and paying it forward 

are equally important to both. On Christmas Day, Malia had a decision to make about what to do that might 

brighten someone’s day. She chose to go to a nursing home and play her violin for a dear friend. In a truly 

spontaneous moment, our own MYO Associate Director, Krystle Ford learned of Malia’s plans the day before 

and asked if she could come along and play duets with her. Malia’s motivation brought about the events of 

that day, but the beauty of being together in the spirit of MYO helped to reinforce what she was already 

learning about giving back, resulting in a memory cherished by all.

UNIQUE PARTNERSHIP  |   6

Giving back and paying it forward

Being Together
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As a small child living in the Bronx, Betty and 

her siblings bounced between their mother, an 

orphanage and foster care, before settling with 

their grandmother, a woman of meager means. 

Betty’s grandmother laid the �rst level of Betty’s 

foundation, allowing her to take charge of her 

own destiny by providing her with consistency 

and love. 

While other family members and friends chose 

a path of self-destruction, Betty found music. 

She was inspired to learn viola in school, 

largely as a result of her competitive nature. 

Her teachers noticed her hard work and said she 

had a gift. Which was reinforced by an invitation 

to the orchestra. She remembers hearing the 

ensemble for the �rst time, listening with tears 

in her eyes, because of the beautiful sound the 

orchestra made.

Betty’s musical talents grew with mentors 

ushering her along the way, which caused her to 

become isolated from her family. Her siblings 

didn’t speak the language of music and she was 

growing in ways that were unfamiliar—new 

experiences,new places, new people. She 

continued to dream and practice, making her 

way into many neighborhood orchestras, which 

eventually led to performances at Carnegie Hall 

and Lincoln Center. 

Betty completed her musical studies at 

Mannes College of Music and then moved to 

Indianapolis, in 1978, in pursuit of a community 

to raise her own children. She worked in a 

child-development center on the east side in 

the mid-1990s, where she began teaching 

violin to many of the inner-city children in the 

program. Like Betty, most of the children came 

from low-income, single-parent homes. Arts 

education was not high on the list of priorities, 

but Betty knew that if classical music could help 

her escape from poverty, it could help anyone. 

Betty has dedicated her life to providing musical 

experiences for young people around Indiana, 

culminating in the formation of the Metropolitan 

Youth Orchestra program, under the umbrella of 

The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis, in 1995. 

Since then, with MYO, she has served hundreds 

of central Indiana families, transforming lives 

through music. She dreamed of a permanent 

home for the program, while building a talented 

and dedicated team of teachers, ultimately 

realizing that dream with the Indianapolis 

Symphony Orchestra.

BETTY PERRYBETTY PERRYBETTY PERRYBETTY PERRY
Founder, Teacher, Conductor,
Mentor, Friend, Grandmother

“Ms. Perry, thank you 
for believing in me.” 

– Myles Robinson, 
MYO Class of 2014

“Ms. Perry, thank you for creating a program 
which not only fostered my love of music, but 

also opened my eyes to the opportunities 
and community that surrounds it.” 

 – Zoe Black, MYO Class of 2014

“Ms. Perry really knows each student. 
She knows them by face, by name, 

by life story. As a teacher, that speaks 
to me because I want to be able to    

     help and truly know my students.”      
– Aren Bottoms Bucci, MYO Class of 2013
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 JANEA MACKINS, CLASS OF 2003
Completing an M.S. in Biomedical Science in Dentistry at Barry University

What resonates with you about the lessons learned from MYO? 

 I enjoyed the constant challenge. Whether it was a new piece 

or a private lesson, I looked forward to the challenge. MYO has 

taught me discipline, which has trickled into other aspects in my 

life. It helped me in college having the discipline to get things 

done. I’ve learned that through music.

JORDAN NELSON, CLASS OF 2007 
Music Teacher, San Pedro, California

 
Without Betty Perry and the MYO I would be…

Claimed by the streets. I would have been tempted by fast 
money and the fast lifestyle. In this community, it’s very easy 

to get drawn into that if you don’t have role models to tell you 
your worth. So, because of Betty Perry, I am now a mentor and 

that is important. 

ASHLEY WILLIAMS, CLASS OF 2008   
 

Federal Spanish Teacher 
Without Betty Perry and the MYO I would be…

 

Just average. MYO is Ms. Perry’s heart, her spirit and her soul. When 
you become a part of that, it’s beyond family. You take an essence 
of her with you. She has been able to put a piece of herself in 
everybody who is in the MYO whether they were a parent or a 

student. When she directs you with your instrument, when you play 
that music, you play to her. You play back that love, and that, is 

something I must have a part of me. Without her I wouldn’t know that 
kind of love for music. Anybody can play the violin, but being able to infuse 

a love and appreciation for it is a gift. 

A L U M N I
SPOTLIGHT



As the world leader in in vitro diagnostics, 

Roche has a long history of supporting 

music as a way to express our commitment 

to innovation. We’re thrilled to partner with 

the ISO to support the important mission of 

the Metropolitan Youth Orchestra, which 

has such a profound and positive impact 

on the futures of students, their families 

and our community.

Roche is proud to support the MYO and 
its 20th anniversary
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Kathryn Vanderwater-Piercy met MYO at a 

fundraiser held in her neighborhood in 2010.

It was a rare chance of this forensic psychologist 

and an orchestra program meeting. Throughout 

the course of the evening, Kathryn fell in love.

Kathryn and her husband, Je�,  had worked for 

years with juvenile o�enders. Their experiences 

helped Kathryn and Je� to see that there are 

a number of risk factors that lead kids to pursue 

behaviors and relationships that can be destructive. 

However, Kathryn and Je� could also see that 

positive in�uences and community could, in 

fact, become a protection for young people. 

They could see that the Metropolitan Youth 

Orchestra is a community where young people 

and their families can build relationships, 

develop self-con�dence and discipline—all by 

learning to play an instrument in a safe and 

supportive environment. 

Over the years, Kathryn and Je� supported MYO 

and shared their passion for the program with 

everyone they knew. Kathryn passed away in 

October of 2015, but she expressly wished to 

help celebrate the MYO program even in her 

�nal days. The Metropolitan Youth Orchestra 

would like to honor Kathryn by announcing an 

award recognizing students with the strength of 

character that she believed was a direct outcome 

of their experiences in MYO. 

Today, we honor Kathryn alongside our �rst 

recipients: Kelisiah and Faith Skidmore. 

Kelisiah and Faith have been selected this year 
for exemplifying these qualities:  

   •   Dedication in learning their instruments and 

       relentless practicing

   •   Leadership 

   •   Embodiment of hard work and 

       relationship-building 

   •   Openness to new challenges and the drive 

        to succeed

   •   Pursuit of speci�c goals for their future 

       and making appropriate choices to support 

       those goals

SELF-DISCIPLINE  | GRIT  |  CONFIDENCE

KATHRYN VANDERWATER-PIERCY

Faith (left) and Kelisiah Skidmore (right) performing 
at MYO’s Play-A-Thon, September, 2015.



The Metropolitan Youth Orchestra is proud 

to engage partners from around the 

community to strengthen our families in 

times of need and build a network of support. 

Our current partners, Art of the Soul, the 

Domestic Violence Network and Second 

Helpings, have provided teacher training 

and parent workshops. 

Every week, Second Helpings provides 90 

meals to MYO families and teachers free of 

charge. Everyone gathers in the Community 

Room of Broadway United Methodist 

Church on Tuesdays and Thursdays prior to 

Orchestra A and B rehearsals to enjoy time 

together with a healthy and delicious meal 

at the center of it all. After the �rst year of 

our partnership, when the number of meals 

needed increased, Second Helpings graciously 

stepped up to help us serve families.

11  |  PARTNER SPOTLIGHT: SECOND HELPINGS

SECONDSECONDSECONDSECOND

“My favorite part of eating dinner at MYO is 

coming together and talking to my friends 

over a hot yummy meal! Thank you so much!”      

- MYO Student

“It is like having a family dinner every 

Thursday. Thanks for everything!” 

   - MYO Parent



We are grateful to have the support of 

schools and other agencies throughout 

the Indianapolis area. These partners are 

passionate about their kids being involved 

in MYO—whether for musical training or 

family and social support—and have 

sought out this experience in particular for 

the families they serve. We are pleased to 

o�er lessons on-site at their locations.   

Current partners include Broad Ripple 

High School, Nicholson Performing Arts 

Academy (IPS), Sidener Academy (IPS), 

Harrison Hill Elementary School, Boner 

Fitness and Learning Center, Broadway 

United Methodist Church and Butler 

Community Arts School.

NICHOLSON  PERFORMING ARTS ACADEMY

Michele Pickard from Nicholson Performing Arts Magnet School (Indianapolis Public Schools) shares with us 
some thoughts about MYO:

•     Why is it important for your school to have a relationship with MYO?

 I needed something else for my students. I’m given a set amount of time and this gives   

      them something more. As a performing arts magnet we should be partnering with others. 

      I want my students to experience learning in a larger ensemble and experience more than 

      what could be provided at school.

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT: NICHOLSON PERFORMING ARTS  |  12

“The stage, the atmosphere − 
it’s an actual symphonic 
experience. The kids need to 
perform in other venues.” 
-Michele Pickard on playing at Hilbert Circle Theatre



First Violin 
Aleesia Futch 
Klaus Griesemer 
Erin Jeffrey 
Alex McGrath 
Miyung Mouton± 
Danny Rhoda± 
Gordon Rhoda 

Kori Smith     
Holly Welch*

Second Violin
Naomi Coleman±
Shabreea Gaines±
Zackery Gorman
Morgan Johnson
Carter LaGrange
Vaysha Owens

Makayla Schermerhorn
Nyceah Terry

Viola
Avery Cook±
Nicole Felker
Joey Foreman
Maya Smith
Guenevere Welch

Cello
Rosetta Estelle
Graham Fisher
Zoe Gowens-Evans±
Corbin Katner
Genevieve Miedema
Liliana Mobley
Anthony Stokes

Bass
Brooklynn Glover±
Cameron Ingram
Kamara Kpedi
Karrajah Smith
Isaiah Ward±

± denotes 2016 
graduate

13  |  ROSTER

Orchestra A

First Violin 
Isaac Bright
Nathan Fiedeldey
Violet Hannan
Ruth Hodson
Ashton Ingham
Leah McDermott

Second Violin
Paige Brown
Mary Hebel
Paris Michelle Himes
Nikhil Jivraj
Ava Lausch
Dorian Lee
Vivian Miller
Andrew Peña
Nyla Terry

Viola
Finn Hannan
Bayes Harris
Rhiannon Lewis
Bonnie Love
Victoria McDougal
Christian Uyeno

Cello
Henry Bravata
Morrigan Dunlap-Loomis
Javier Garcia
CeCe Goff
Ben Harris
Azure Patterson
Anissa Talbot

Bass
Hope Higdon
Darby Hyatt
Payton Love
Celia Parker
Sidney Scott

Orchestra B

Violin 1  
Ella Bottoms 
Carl Bravata 
Dawn Bravata* 
Luella Denney
Alva Erskine 
Isabelle Glass 
Anika Keating 

Pasha Miller 
Kelisiah Skidmore
Helen Tackett 
Cora Walker 
Brett Wilcher 
Toni Wilcher*

Violin 2
Leo Burton
Kimmie Burton*

Isabella Garcia
DeJanae Harges
Madeline Lawrence
Drew Lybolt-Wagner
Naledi Ndlovu
Amanda Rickard*
Christina Rickard
Faith Skidmore
Malia Weatherspoon

Violin 3
Mia Carroll-Katner
Sebastian Glass
Henry Gulyas
Kayla Knoblauch
Devon Rhys
Brayden Richardson
Kade Rickard
Meia Smith
Michael Strode

Cello
Sidney Bunch
Megan Duncan
Claudia Lausch
Colleen O’Brien*
Noah Rhys
Jordan Smith
Sebastian Trujillo

Orchestra C

Violin   
Railand Bottoms  
Brooke Carpenter* 
Liam Commons
Jessica Felker± 
Anna Fisher 

Christine Fox
Scott Fox*
Caralyn Glass*
Sophia Glass
Noah Harris
Alison Hayes
Becca Hopson*
Dominique McGee*
Himiko Ogawa

Lanea Reese
Tyson Slack
Sarah Stoel*
Marcus Strawhorn*
Trigg Strawhorn
Sarah Wilcher

Viola
Emily Barbus
Catherine Clements*
Bailey Strawhorn
Michael Wilcher
YeJin Wickesberg*

Cello
Leonard Anderson*
Dmitry Aslanov-Ohler
Cathy McElroy*
Ella McElroy*
Nick Ohler*
Lynn Reese
Daniel Wickesberg

Dolce Secundo 
with Aren Bucci

Violin 
Annie Agee 
Kelly Agee*
Katherine Boyles* 
Lucille Buckingham 
Mark Buckingham* 
Qiana Buckingham
Salimah Carson 
Colton Collier 
Kingston Collier 
Caleb Dieudonne 

Shelley Dieudonne* 
Sabina Felker 
Amy Goldsmith* 
Nina Goldsmith
Lola Gri�ths
Karen Herbst-Kim*
Cora Howard
Makenna Howard
Scott Ingham*
Victoria Ingham
Julia Johnson
Anna Kim
Hazel Lapish

Natalie Lapish*
Melody Layne*
Simone Layne
Alyssa Lewis
Peyton Lewis
Rhonda Lewis*
Riley Long
Daniel Llanos
George Mariacher
Sayda Mendoza
Chloe Moss
Stephanie Moss*
Inori Ogawa

Hannah-Marie Ramirez
Anabella Trujillo
Amelia Waddell
Lucy Wickesberg
Yejin Wickesberg*
Estella Wright
Genevieve Wright

Viola
Juliana Daniels
Diamond McClam*
Jenaya McClam
Kamea McClam

Kimberly McClam*
Olivia McClam
Ana Seib
Chaice Strickland
Skylar Welch

Bass
Mikael Allen

Debut Orchestra

Violin  
Mikala Allen 
Alberto Gibau 
Carlos Gibau* 
Gina Gibau*
Abigail LeBlanc
Josh LeBlanc*
Trisha LeBlanc*

Jaxson Magee
Avis Magee*
Kolby Rickard
Mary Sashegyi*
Thomas Sashegyi
Zachary Skidmore

Cello
Daniel Hodson
Ryan Kim
Wonho Kim* 

 Dolce Primo with 
Alex Bottoms

Vladimir Aslanov-Ohler 
Nathaniel Barbus 
Connor Davis 
Zion Hunt  
Jasmine Ingham 
Zenai Jethroe
Harrison Lapish
Fatima Llanos

Juan Mendoza
Laura Mendoza
Hikari Ogawa
Cameron Pitts
Kamari Pitts
Ilyana-Sofia Ramirez
Gavin Wilcher
Matilda Wolfe-Racher 

* parents, 
grandparents, 
and adult 
volunteers 
performing 
with MYO today

Debut Cello with 
Aren Bucci
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Z O EZ O E
GOWENS-EVANS
MYO Class of 2016 - Attending Manchester University

Graduating senior Zoe Gowens-Evans shares with us 

some thoughts about MYO and Founder, Betty Perry.

“Coming together, making music and being 

friends with people who I never thought I’d be 

friends with is very amazing. Betty wants us to 

be the best people—as musicians and as 

individuals. She is our mom, our music mom, 

and she genuinely wants us to be good people. 

What keeps me engaged in MYO is having 

another family. I love having friends around me. 

When I’m at school I tell my friends that MYO is 

like having a family gathering once a week to 

do fun stu�. 

  

When I play music it gives me more skills. 

When I’m memorizing a piece it enhances my 

memory. So when I go back to school it gives 

me extra skills that I can take back and forth. 

Betty will tell you the truth, always. She won’t 

sugar coat it but she will say it in a nice way so 

that you understand and take it in. She is such 

a wise soul that you want to listen and pay 

attention.” 

- Zoe Gowens-Evans
Vladimir Aslanov-Ohler 
Nathaniel Barbus 
Connor Davis 
Zion Hunt  
Jasmine Ingham 
Zenai Jethroe
Harrison Lapish
Fatima Llanos

Juan Mendoza
Laura Mendoza
Hikari Ogawa
Cameron Pitts
Kamari Pitts
Ilyana-Sofia Ramirez
Gavin Wilcher
Matilda Wolfe-Racher 

* parents, 
grandparents, 
and adult 
volunteers 
performing 
with MYO today



Congratulations to 
MYO’s Class of 2016

Class of 2015
Aaron Barnette 
Blaire Coleman 
Ayana Killebrew

Kirstyn Nohlechek
Alfonso Ruvalcaba

Aleisha Talbot

Class of 2014
Jordan Barnette 

Zoe Black
Kyra Bowman
Cody Coffman

George Gemelas 
Caleb Guerrero 
Sharif Ibrahim 

Hannah Murphy  
Myles Robinson 

Olivia Smith 
Jessica Thomas 

Class of 2013
Aren Bottoms
Emma Bryant 

Gabriel Kau�man
Jameel Martin 
Caleb Martin

Rebekah Stergar 

Avery Cook

Jessica Felker 

Shabreea Gaines 

Brooklynn Glover 

Zoe Gowens-Evans 

Miyung Mouton 

Danny Rhoda

Isaiah Ward 
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Recent MYO graduates are attending the following schools: Ball State University, Hanover College, IUPUI, 
Indiana University, Indiana State University, Ivy Tech, Juilliard, The Ohio State University, Purdue University, 

University of Indianapolis, University of Michigan, and Yale University
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KRYSTLE

Associate Director, Metropolitan Youth Orchestra

KRYSTLEKRYSTLEKRYSTLE

Associate Director, Metropolitan Youth OrchestraAssociate Director, Metropolitan Youth OrchestraAssociate Director, Metropolitan Youth Orchestra

F O R D
Tell us about your early years in MYO:

I was about 11 or 12 when I joined MYO, taking 

private lessons from my science teacher’s 

daughter. She happened to be MYO’s �rst teacher, 

so she invited me to join. There were only about 

10-12 kids in the ensemble. I continued with MYO 

because it was a place where I could be with 

people with similar interests and it was more 

challenging than the typical school orchestra.  

I also got to meet a lot of talented kids from other 

schools, including my best friend.  I was able to 

continue my studies with my private lesson 

teacher, whom I loved dearly, but now I had the 

opportunity to be at The Children’s Museum every 

week.  We all felt special having lessons and 

rehearsals there because we would be in the 

museum after hours or all day on Saturdays and 

would see a lot of things behind the scenes.

What brought you to teaching or pursuing music 

as a career?

I had a natural talent for playing the instrument 

and picked up things rather quickly due to a solid 

music foundation at the early age from Pike 

Township schools. I didn’t always want to pursue 

music, I just wanted it to be a part of my life.  I had 

always been told “make sure you have something 

to fall back on.”  Funny thing is, the music always 

sustained me, more so than my steady, reliable 

work.  I also loved kids and used to babysit a lot, 

even Ms. Perry’s grandkids.  The two naturally 

merged, so I started mentoring and teaching some 

of the younger students at MYO.  I also had my 

own studio when I was in high school and would 

drive to my students’ homes to give lessons.

New York City is quite a place to pursue music 

—tell us a little about your experiences there:

The old saying is true about the big apple—if 

you can make it there, you can make it anywhere.  

New York prepared me in ways no other 

experience could.  When I worked a series of 

corporate HR jobs, I learned a lot about people 

and managing a business.  Once I started teaching 

in the public schools, I had kids from all over the 

world with a lot of personalities.  I really honed my 

skills there, teaching large group classes and 

learned to do more with less, yet also learning to 

write grants and �nding creative ways to 

fundraise.  I taught in schools with instruments 

that were broken and too small, schools with no 

music stands or even a space for a music class, or 

a budget for anything considered non-essential.  

Flood in the girls bathroom?  No problem, we’ll 

move to the auditorium!  Gas leak on the third 

�oor?  Ok, we’ll have class outside in the school 

yard!  Overall, New York forces you to be quick, 

creative and learn how to deal with all types of 

people and situations.  It also teaches you about 

the importance of community.  I always had this 

growing up in Indy but there’s something about 

being in the melting pot of New York that drives 

home this point of sharing talents and inspiring 

the community around you.
 

Looking back, what do you value most from your 

experiences in MYO which supports your work 

now as Associate Director?

I value the relationships I developed within our 

little MYO family and connections outside of that 

through playing or speaking opportunities. 
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Z O EZ O E
BLACK

MYO Class of 2014 - Attending the 
Stamps School of Art and Design 

at the University of Michigan

“You can’t make really good and really 

true music with people you don’t trust. 

You automatically build this connection 

with people you play music with because 

music builds connections in ways that a lot 

of other things can’t.”

M Y L E S  M Y L E S  
ROBINSON

MYO Class of 2014 - Attending Purdue UniversityMYO Class of 2014 - Attending Purdue University

“MYO gave me a passion and something to 

pursue. It gave me something to get better 

at. I don’t know what I would do without it.”

17  |  ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
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MYO
PASSION

Thank You to MYO's 20th 
Anniversary Celebration Committee

Martha Lamkin, Chair

Sarah Evans Barker

Alpha Blackburn

Ti�any Benedict Browne

Hope Hampton

Liz Kyzr

Sarah Lechleiter

Betsy McCaw

Marc Nichols

Colleen O'Brien

David Shaheed

Yvonne Shaheen

Mary Ann Sullivan

Dan Yates

We would also like to thank our 

Alumni Reunion Committee:

Felice Howard, Class of 2006

Jordan Nelson, Class of 2007



TEACHER STORIES

AREN BOTTOMS BUCCI
MYO Class of 2013, MYO Teacher, Student at IUPUI in 
Elementary Education
  
Aren began playing violin in MYO at the age of four. 
She followed her older siblings who were already involved in the 
program. Along with her brother Alex, Aren now teaches for MYO
and mentors her nieces and nephews who are the second generation 
of the MYO community. Aren began her position as MYO teacher this 
year while completing her college education at IUPUI.

“Mrs. Perry was the rock I needed when I was going through very 
shaky parts of my life. I always saw her as a mentor, as a teacher, as 
a second mother. In my head at a very young age I always thought,
 ‘I want to be like her’.”

JESSE HAWKINS
Violin, Freelance Musician
  
Jesse Hawkins is a freelance violinist who has toured the globe over 
the years performing in places that were far from home. At Betty's 
invitation Jesse began teaching for MYO and has demonstrated his 
commitment to MYO through lessons to both advanced and 
beginning students for the past eleven years.

“As a musician it can get so insular. In the 1970s I was traveling, 
performing and being around di�erent cultures. Now I can use 
those experiences to build up a community.”

BOB GOODLETT
Assistant Principal, Contrabass, ISO
   
Bob Goodlett has been teaching for MYO since 2004. 
As a member of the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, he brings to 
his students the passion for performance alongside the practicality of 
supporting young people with their day-to-day challenges. 

“The MYO program o�ers something to young students in the 
community that is priceless really...the opportunity to learn �rst hand 
from someone about the skills needed to develop mastery of a 
subject; in this case their instrument. The skills learned through their 
pursuit of excellence in music can be transferred to almost any aspect 
of their lives in the future.”
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TEACHERS
Betty Perry,  MYO Artistic Director and Founder

Krystle Ford,  MYO Associate Director

Conductors:     Ray Biederman, Alex Bottoms± , Aren Bucci± , Shannon Crow, Krystle Ford± , 

                             James Highbaugh± , Betty Perry, José Valencia

Teachers:     Nancy Agres*, Ray Biederman, Sarah Binford, Alex Bottoms, Aren Bucci, 

                        Susan Chan, Shannon Crow, Mary Anne Dell’Aquila*, Greg Dugan*, 

                        Liz Efroymson-Brooks, Lorelei Farlow, Bob Goodlett*, Jennifer Greenlee*, 

                        Kati Harrison, Jesse Hawkins, James Highbaugh, Christian Kazmierski, 

                        Terry Langdon*, Ruth Marshall, Raye Pankratz, Susan Sieler, 

                        Anna Thompson-Danilova, José Valencia

Butler Community Arts School Teaching Fellow:     Alexandro Cazares

± MYO Alumni  |  * Members of the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra

Thank you to the entire Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra sta� for dedicating their time 

and energy to support this memorable 20th Anniversary Season!
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
for their support of the MYO program

Anonymous
The Glick Fund, 

a fund of Central Indiana Community Foundation
R.B. Annis Educational Foundation

Chase 
The Clowes Fund

The Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation and 
the League of American Orchestras
Christel DeHaan Family Foundation

Junior League of Indianapolis
Hoover Family Foundation

BKD
Shaw-Burckhardt-Brenner Foundation

Sheila Fortune Foundation
The Ackerman Foundation

The Penrod Society
FALPRET/McKinney Family Foundation

Indiana First Lady’s Charitable Foundation
Psi Iota Xi, Iota Tau

Sarah & John Lechleiter
Anonymous

Dr. Kathryn Vanderwater-Piercy* and 
Dr. Je�rey Vanderwater-Piercy

Yvonne H. Shaheen
Charles W. Brown

Dr. and Mrs. E. Henry Lamkin, Jr.
Dr. Gordon and Carole Mallett
Mr. and Mrs. Frank D. Walker
Don and Carolyn Hardman

Andrea Devoe
David Garrett

Carolyn and Gene Lausch
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Engledow

Jackie Nytes and Michael O’Brien
Patricia Wier

Marion Wolen
Robert Moore
Mary Service

 
*deceased

Gifts in memory of Dr. Kathryn Vanderwater-Piercy, in support of MYO

Jennifer Horn and Al Herms | Rebecca and James Piercy | James and Ursula Piercy | 
The Chamber of Commerce Building Corporation | Peggy & Jack Colby | Barry & Carol Leiter | 

Richard and Linda Hite | Rick and Karen Piercy | Lorrie Nebrig | Gilbert Hasler | Joe Cross | 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Lutocka | Cassie Wade | Rita and Larry Steinberg | 

Title Sponsor:  Roche Diagnostics

All photos courtesy of Michelle Craig Photography

This listing re�ects gifts as of March 15, 2016



DONATE TO THE INDIANAPOLIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA:
Donations of all sizes are appreciated and help to support the 
continuation of the Metropolitan Youth Orchestra. 

VOLUNTEER WITH THE ISO:
Join FORTE or the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra Association, 
which support MYO through their time and �nancial contributions.
Usher for MYO and ISO concerts.

“We are proud to support the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra. The ISO is 

not only a world class orchestra, it is also a catalyst for music education in 

our community. Our children participate in the Metropolitan Youth 

Orchestra, a program adopted and supported by the ISO.  Our school lacks 

the size and resources to support an orchestra.  The MYO provides our son 

and daughter with exceptional individual instruction and the opportunity 

to perform with a diverse group of Indianapolis area student musicians.  

MYO programs are also family friendly in both opportunities for parents 

and siblings to participate and scheduling.”

MORE INFORMATION ON ALL OF THESE OPPORTUNITIES 
CAN BE FOUND AT WWW.INDIANAPOLISSYMPHONY.ORG
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WHY I GIVE

- Adrinne & Sam Hodson, MYO Parents

              covers all expenses for one student musician (private 
                 lessons, string orchestra instruction, instrument use, 
                 snacks, and administrative fees) for one season.
 

 
                 will pay for weekly private lessons for two MYO students     
                during the MYO season.
 
$500   will pay for weekly private lessons for one MYO student 
                during the MYO season.

$300   covers the expense of instrument use for one MYO 
                  student during the season.
 
 
$100    will pay for journals and instruction books for 10 
                 MYO students.

$1500 

$1000 



PRESENTED BY

A PROGRAM OF THE INDIANAPOLIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

www.IndianapolisSymphony.org

MYO@IndianapolisSymphony.org


